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H&RE Front Range Gardening

Mites in March spell trouble
How to deal
with these
garden and
home pests
CAROL O'MEARA
CSU EXTENSION, BOULDER COUNTY

W

ith perennials waking and
buds swelling, we feel the
call to get outside and reconnect with the earth. Each warm
weekend we linger longer in the yard,
reveling in the emergence of bulbs
and blossoms. Yet, just as we feel the
season’s change, so do others in the
landscape. They’re out there now,
getting busy and quietly enacting
plans to take over more territory in
your yard.
March is the mitiest month, not because it comes in like a lion, but because it heralds the climax of the
smallest nuisances in the yard: Grass
mites. And between feeding on the
lawn and entering our homes, they’ve
launched a campaign of annoyance.
Perhaps the most startling natural
phenomenon that happens to many
of us in the Front Range is the annual
migration of clover mites into our
homes. Moving by the hundreds, the
tiny, bright orange arachnids clamber
walls and slides in around windows.
The first appearance doesn’t raise
more than an eyebrow, as one or two
crawl across the desk. But then two
becomes 10 and slowly that number
creeps upward, until the warm day

the peak of feeding for the winter.
dawns when the mass moves indoors,
teeming along the windowsill and
During warm winters, such as what
streaming to the floor.
we’ve had, mite populations explode.
Normally, I’m not given to fearHatched in October, mite numbers
mongering, especially about bugs
increase into winter. As they feed,
and arachnids. Clover mites won’t
rasping off the leaf surface and suckcart off the cat for a luau on the
ing up tender, interior cells, the damdeck. But they leave a red-orange
age appears as small yellow speckles
smear once squished, and like a
on the grass blades. As feeding intenchalk outline around the carcass,
sifies, the grass becomes straw colreminds me of the crawler each time
ored and eventually dies, leaving
I see it on paper, book, or curtain.
large patches that don’t green up in
Creepy.
spring. Balmy winter temperatures
Outside, clover mites feed on turf
sets mite metabolisms into overdrive,
grass or other plants. They’re unreand by this time of year, populations
markable in the landscape; they don’t can reach several thousand per
damage a lot of the lawn. But when
square foot.
lawns are nestled up against the
This damage is often misshouse, the trouble starts, so plan
diagnosed as winterkill or desiccayour landscape to leave a barrier betion. If you’ve had mite damaged
tween plants and walls.
lawn, take a quick look to see if
Within, controlling these mites is
they’ve returned. Check the base of
fairly simple. Simply place a quarter
the plant for congregations of them
inch wide line of powder along the
during the day.
window-sill from side to side, being
If you see them, irrigate the lawn
certain that the powder touches the
to raise humidity or check with a
side walls. This barrier, according to
local lawn care company for stronger
Dr. Whitney Cranshaw, state entotreatments. Snow cover doesn’t put
mologist and professor at Colorado
a stop to their feeding, since it proState University, is enough to stop
vides protection, but as it melts,
them in their tracks. Any powder
the moisture helps drive off the
works, such as baby powder, corn
mites.
starch, or baking powder. As the
mites crawl into it, they’re rapidly
incapacitated and dry out.
When the powder has gotten
Carol O’Meara is with
filled with mites it will turn a light
CSU Extension in
orange color, a sure sign that it’s
Boulder County.
time to vacuum it up and apply a
Contact her at
fresh barrier. Continue this until
303-678-6238 or
May, after the mites are actively
comeara@co
entering homes.
.boulder.co.us.
As you’re battling mites in the
home, keep an eye on the lawn,
since more damaging mites are at Front Range Gardening
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Apartments/
Garages/Storage Houses
4080 Office Space 4100 Condos/
Unfurnished 4030 Spaces
4070 3 BDRM 923 E. 8th, $825
Townhouses 5040
1244 N. Lincoln/Lvld.
1 CAR GARAGE- $75/mo.
LUXURIOUS UPSCALE
Great for storage.
APARTMENTS
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
STUDIO, 1, 2, & 3
BEDROOMS- Pool, hot tub,
24 hr. fitness center,
STORAGE 20 x 40
business center, coffee
with 14´ overhead door.
shop, salon, pizza & deli.
$325/mo.
Call (970)481-5899
OPEN HOUSE, Mon-Fri
9am-6pm, Sat. 10am-5pm.

Apartments/
Furnished 4010
ALL BILLS PAID!!!
1 BDRM/studio, furnished
or unfurnished. Downtown
Loveland. $500-$625/mo.
Call 970-391-0834

Apartments/
Unfurnished 4030

IMMEDIATE
● Move-In Special ●
One Month FREE plus
$1289 on our 2 bedroom
Vermeer floor plan

$625- 2306 S. Colorado #D.
2 bdrm, 1.5 ba 4-plex, W/D
hkups, quiet. 720-936-1854.

Commercial
Industrial 4040

Condos/
Townhouses 4050
2 bdrm, 1.5 ba, 2 stry, Very
Nice, by park, hdwd Pet?
N/S. $775. Lvld. 970-227-7026

1 BDRM Executive
Spacious, well-appointed
loft in Downtown Loveland 2 BDRM, 2147 Grays Peak
with optional single-car ga- $925. upstairs, balc, 1 car
rage. This beautiful 1100 sq
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
ft apartment is newly renovated. $950 per month. No
smoking or pets. Call
970-980-6801 for application. Condo, 2 bdrm, 2.5 ba,
hookups, H20, sewer, trash
1 CUTE STUDIO. $375/mo. pd, garage, pool, clubhouse
acces $750/mo. 3660 25th
In canyon, river access
Street #1104 Greeley, CO.
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
Faith Property 970-377-1626
2 BDRM, 2 full ba, W/D,
new carpet, balcony, $830/
mo inc utils, 1043 Eagle Dr
Lvld. 970-667-7000x106
2 BDRM, 332 Terri$615/mo. Patio, Big rooms
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842

Foothills Apts
2 Bdrm Apartment Homes
● Includes Washer & Dryer
● Park-Like Setting
● Garages Available

1913 W. 15th St.
970-669-7850 - Sorry no pets

A GOOD BUY
to say good-bye
Sell your stuff quickly in
the Classifieds. It’s the
#1 source of information
for autos, homes, jobs,
household merchandise,
pets, services and so
much more.

Call

303-776-7440 or
970-635-3650

4080

325 E. 5th St., Loveland.
1-888-822-9346

”0“ UTILS! 1 or 2 room
studios, vintage apts. Onsite mgmt. W/D, WiFi,
DirTV $335-$630 970-219-6353 6000 SF Retail/Warehouse
on Hwy 287. Overhead door.
1 BATH- Studio, 4012 W.
970-593-2401 or 970-227-7447.
Eisenhower. $425 Utils incl.
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
1 BDRM APT- Lvlnd
new paint/flooring, W/D
hkup, no smoke/pets utils
pd. $595/mo. 970-669-2645

Houses

Duplexes

4060

2 BDRM, 1402 Capulin- $850
SPACIOUS! Tri-level
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
2 BDRM, 1506 E. 16th
$605. Big rooms, avail 4/1
Call rmpm.com 669-0842
2 BDRM, 3526 Butternut
$595. Nice, patio, 2-story
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
LARGE 3 Bdrm w/gar $725
No pets/smokers, water &
mowing paid, send app letter & ref to PO Box 272121
Ft. Collins 80527.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate
advertised in this
paper is subject to the
federal and state Fair
Housing Act which
makes it illegal to
advertise “any
preference, limitation
or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or
national origin, or an
intention to make any
such preference,
limitation, or
discrimination.”
The newspaper will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that all
dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity
basis.
2 BDRM, 1040 Cleveland
$850. Pets nego, sunroom
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842

Pets neg, unfin yd, Av 5/1
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842

500 sq. ft. Util incl.
$500/mo. 580-795-4636

3 BDRM- 925 Lincoln
$1025, Remod kit, Classic!
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842

Office Space ✭ Ft Collins/
Loveland Airport. Approx
600 sqft, $500/mo. Call for
details. 970-498-0260

4 Bdrm- 2090 Luvesta $3295
Custom home on 3 acres.
Call rmpm.com 669-0842

Roommates
Wanted
4120

1 FURN bdrm, priv ba
Livestock OK. 522 E. Hwy
60, Lvld. 3 bdrm, 2 ba, & 1 furn bdrm, shared ba
Share
kitch & dining rm,
trees. $1200/mo 970-669-9099
N/S, N/P. $425/mo inc util
Loveland Custom Home in + $425 sec dep. 970-214-6340
b r a n d n e w s u b d v . NEWER HOME 1 bdrm,
Oversized dbl gar, 2400 sf,
1 ba, share gar, W/D,
landscaped/sprklr, A/C, cbl/internet. $550/mo. utils
short wlk to shops, schools,
nego. (970)402-2131
restaruants, trails, parks &
green space . 2 bdrm, 2 ba,
ranch. No smoke. $1,250/
mo +$1,250 dep 970-377-3315
OWN your own home for
what you pay in Rent!
Lowest rates,
$0 - $1000 Down
Free Prequalification.
Western Plains Realty
Ken or Tammy
970-663-5008

✔✔✔✔
To ensure you receive
the best response to your
advertisement, please
check your ad the first
day of publication.
We regret we cannot be
responsible for more
than one day´s incorrect
insertion. Billing
inquiries can be
initiated within 30 days
of ad expiration.

Mobile Homes/
Spaces
4090

2 BDRM 9441 WCR 18E
$1095, pets neg, fncd, 1800´s ✭ 2 BEDROOM HOMES ✭
$575 to $650 + dep.
home. rmpm.com. 669-0842
W. Hwy 34. Pets on appr
Se Habla Espanol
(970)685-8573
3 BDRM, 2354 SW 10th
Upstairs, Avl 5/1, Clean!
rmpm.com. 970-669-0842
IT PAYS TO BUY!
$1000.00 Cash Rebate
If purchase Feb.
3 BDRM, 2 BA, 1923 SF
Easy Credit Low Down
ranch, 3 car gar, in
Starting under $699
Berthoud, No pets or smokThat includes Lot Rent!
ers. $1450/mo (970)667-7908
970-420-8488
3 BDRM, 2 BA, fncd bkyd,
I
WILL
MOVE YOUR
2 car gar, A/C, new carpet,
MOBILE HOME FREE
full unfin bsmt, N/S, pets
LOT RENT
nego. 2559 Silverton, Lvld.
STARTING @ $199
$1020/mo, Barb 303-717-5719
250+Communities
to choose from
3 BDRM, 2 BA Ranch, frpl,
Offer expires 3/31/2011
hkups, 2 car gar, mstr
970-420-8488
bath. $1050/mo + dep.
2475 15th St SW.
Faith Property 970-377-1626

Lg 2 bdrm, near hosp, W/D
hkup, gar. Also avail 2 &3 3 BDRM, 2 ba, Tri-level,
bdrm apts. 970-308-7387
frpl, gar, 766 21st St SW,
$1250/mo
Faith Property 970-377-1626
Taking up a new sport?
3 BDRM, 3737 S. Garfield,
Sell your used sports
$1595. VIEWS! Pets nego
equipment with a
Call rmpm.com 669-0842
classified ad!
635-3650

Rooms
For Rent

ON THE COURSE, 3 bdrm,
3 ba, new everything, on
Vista. $249,900 970-215-8212

Loveland

5110

2628 HARTSEL CT.
MLS #648330 $259,900, 4 bed,
4 ba brick ranch, 3340 sqft,
oversized 3 car gar w/ RV
Bay. Call Rob 970-203-1101
At Home Real Estate Co
4 CAR GAR, new 3 bdrm, 2
ba ranch, 5 pc mstr, granite, A/C, frpl, wood floors,
backs to greenbelt. $279,617
Cottage Realty 970-532-5900

4130

Fully furnished large
rooms in Lvld. Laundry,
A/C, cable, all util. incl.
$325/mo. (970)227-1585
Effiency Apartment,
all utils inc, fully furnished.
$450, Avail immed.
970-227-1585

A picture is worth
a thousand words
Try a classified picture
ad! Call for details

970-635-3650

Retail Space 4135
LARGE Retail Space &
offices starting at $150.
Utils Included. 970-613-1477

Wanted
To Rent

4170

For Sale By Owner $490K.
Beautiful Bonnell West,
6456 Wild Plum Dr, 4 bdrm,
3 ba, 1 acre. Open Sun 1-4
970-461-5775

Responsible older male
needs small farmhouse/apt
to rent w/space for 2 mini.
donkeys. 303-746-7028

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday 2-4
5924 MOSSYCUP CT
FSBO- 4 bdrm, 2 bath,
Oversize heated 2 car gar
on 1/2 acre. Sunroom, hot
tub, 2 wood burning frplc.
$199,900 (970)667-6590

Saturday 2-4pm

Berthoud

5020

BANK OWNED2-story, 3 bdrm, 4 bath,
2878 SF Fin. C/A new int
paint/carpet. $239,900.
Re/Max Alliance,
Wanda Quaid, 970-481-3033

805 58th - Loveland
$197,500. 4 bdrm,
3 bath remodel
Western Plains RE
www.westernplainsre.com

Mobile/
Manufactured
Business
5026 Homes/
Opportunities
Spaces
5130
Unique & Fun ✭ Profitable
soda fountain, est 1921. 1993 BERTHOUD mobil
home, rent to own. 2 bdrm,
$130K Lyons 303-709-6162
1 ba. (970)215-1819

Shutterstock photo

STAGE
From Page C1

the result in getting the
house sold quickly for the
best, highest price.

A JUMP ON THE
COMPETITION
With spring fast approaching, more homes will be
coming onto the market. A
seller can increase the
chances of their home showing better than the competition by calling on a professional stager for help. A
homeowner living in the
house while on the market
can benefit from a stager’s
knowledge and experience
in applying interior re-design principles (using what
the homeowner already has)
to enhance an overall space.
Stagers will also make recommendations on paint colors, décor, space-saving furniture arrangements and
even identifying any cleaning, repairs, organization or
de-cluttering that may be
needed. In addition, a home
stager is trained to find solutions to any problem areas
in the home and turn them
into positive features. Décor
can also sometimes be supplied by the home stager. A
vacant home on the market
may need updated furniture
and accessories brought in
to transform empty spaces
into warm and inviting
spaces. Main areas of focus
generally include living
rooms, family rooms,
kitchens, dining rooms and
master bedrooms.

SITTING PRETTY
Once a home is showing
its best, sellers should make

the most of staging dollars
spent by getting photos of
the staged home placed on
the MLS right away by their
Realtor. Since the National
Association of Realtors
states that nearly 85 percent
of potential buyers start
their search on the internet,
it is crucial for them to see
that a home is neat, inviting
and well organized with a
polished, pulled together
look. That way, the chances
of potential buyers setting
an appointment for a showing is greater, producing favorable results faster. Further, every attempt should
be made to keep the home
looking as the stager left it
— sometimes proving to be
a challenge for families living in the house while on
the market. That’s why
some home stagers will include a no-cost follow up visit a month or so down the
road to ensure the home is
still showing its best.
By preparing mentally to
sell and getting a jump on
the competition this spring
by investing in home staging, a homeowner will likely
see how more interested
buyers translates into a
quicker sale and more money back into their pocket.
Jill is a Home Staging Expert (HSE) certified stager
and redesign specialist serving the Northern Colorado
area. For questions or more
information, email Jill
Schuett of Applause Home
Staging, LLC jill.applause
@comcast.net, or go to
www.applausehomestaging
.com

GLINK
From Page C1

number of upcoming cases where banks go after their former borrowers for these deficiencies. Collection agencies are
already knocking on former (and unsuspecting) homeowners’ doors.
If you are able to sell your home in a short sale, you can
try to negotiate with the lender to waive any right to go after
you for the deficiency. However, I have heard from a number
of attorneys that lenders have been reluctant to agree to
waive their rights to go after the borrowers for any amount
that may be owed the banks.
If you can do a short sale, it’s probably a better (though
certainly longer and more frustrating) move than letting the
property go into foreclosure. Frequently, lenders get less
money in a foreclosure sale than you would get in a short
sale, so you’d think it would make more sense for the lender
to agree to a short sale. But if, for whatever reason, the
lender won’t agree to the short sale, your options may be
limited.
It’s also interesting to note that some condo associations
have decided not to allow their owners to rent units even if
there aren’t any willing buyers.
While it is better to have owner-occupied units than rental
units, I think it’s far worse to have vacant units with owners
who won’t or can’t pay their share of the condominium expenses. That just puts a bigger burden on all of the other
owners of the property.
In many cases, condo associations are better off allowing
more unit owners to rent properties if that will stabilize cash
flow and allow the property to be properly maintained.
When you live in a condo building or townhome development, walking away from the unit will not be a popular
choice with your neighbors or others who believe you have a
duty and an obligation to continue to make your payments,
no matter what. That said, there are also condo unit boards
that have had trouble with tenants, including bad renters,
high turnover and additional costs associated with that high
rate of turnover.
But for some homeowners who simply can’t afford to carry
their vacant properties, it may be their only choice. If you decide to go in this direction, consult with a real estate attorney first, to make sure you understand your legal options
and what consequences you may face.
And, when it comes to homeowner associations, they will
have to make a determination about which way they want to
go during these uncertain times.

